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PDF Patterns 

A few years ago, most of us had never seen a PDF pattern or had any idea 

what to do with one.  But PDFs are a game changer.  If I see a pattern 

online that I like, I simply buy it in PDF form and a few minutes later it is 

printing out for me to use.  I no longer need to go to the store (not that 

there are any close by anymore) and search through big file cabinets 

looking for the pattern in my size only to find it is out of stock or worse is 

out of print.   

It can be intimidating to buy the pattern online, but you will find it as 

simple as other purchases that you have made online.  Once the sale is 

completed there may be a button that appears that says “download” your 

pattern now.  If not, (or you accidentally close the window) they send you 

an email and it has basic instructions for downloading your pattern.   

I’m going to demonstrate all the following live, but I wrote a summary of 

what I do to help jog your memory.  At the end of this file is a you Tube 

video link that will walk you through it better than I ever could.  I have 

also listed ways to print when this just seems too intimidating to you. 

1. Download your pattern, a .zip file 

2. “Extract all” to a folder specifically for this pattern 

3. Print out the Instructions and Read me files (unless you are good at 

reading off the computer screen) 

4. Decide on the sizes you want to print and use the layer feature 

5. Layers feature opens, unclick the sizes you don’t want but leave any 

“grid” or “labels” clicked so you can line up your paper 

6. Test your print size by only printing the first page  

a. Pages to print button, so you only print the pages you want to 

print 

b. Select “actual size” when printing 

c. Print on one side (you can’t cut out two sides of the paper) 

d. “Auto” orientation so that the pattern is in the center of the 

page 
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7. Check the print square for the correct dimensions if you need to 

adjust the size click on custom scale (below actual size button) and 

adjust until you get the correct dimensions for the scale key 

8. Print the pages that you need for your project.  Often the listing of 

pages for your project is in the Instruction you printed earlier.  

9. Assemble the pages.   

a. Cut bottom and top right side of every page except the last 

one in each row.  Overlap and tape together or 

b. Cut across the corners of each page and join them together 

c. Always tape the patterns together. I tape in the areas where 

the pieces are as you do not have to tape the entire edge down 

 

Resources     

Printing at home video on YouTube approx. 11 min long  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5156f3kTGKk 

Blog on print at home  

https://blog.cashmerette.com/2020/03/how-to-use-pdf-sewing-

patterns.html 

Printing at a copy shop  https://blog.cashmerette.com/2020/04/how-to-

print-pdf-patterns-using-a-copyshop.html 

Local printers will do it as well as Needles Studio 

https://www.needlesstudio.com/ in Los Altos 

Online printing services I found but have not used. 

  https://patternprintingco.com/get-started/ 

Or this one  https://theplottedpattern.com/ 

Or another one https://patternprinters.com/ 
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