
Simple Drawstring Backpack 

Materials needed for one backpack, finished size 18” wide by 20” long:    

To make one backpack – 3/4 yd 44” wide	 	 	 	                                                        

To make two backpacks – 1-1/2 yds fabric 44” wide                                

• Home dec fabric, medium to heavy weight 

• NO stretch fabrics or quilting cotton 

Cut fabric in two pieces -19” wide by 23” long  

For tabs, cut same fabric in two pieces 3” x 4” OR cut 2 pieces 1” webbing  cut 3” long 

Two pieces round braided cord, 2 yards each 

Serge or use a close zig-zag stitch around all four edges of each 19” by 23” pieces.  

Use webbing as outlined above or to make drawstring tabs: Take 3” x 4” fabric pieces to ironing board. Fold the 
strips in half with the 3” raw edges together, press. Fold outer two edges to the center and press. Fold the whole 
piece together and press again. You should have two pieces, each 1” x 3”. Topstitch along the outer two folded 
edges.  

Place tabs: Make a mark 1 ½” above the bottom 19” edges of one bag piece along the sides. Fold the tabs in half and 
pin in place above the mark, with the folded edges facing inside the bag. Baste at ¼” seamline.  

Sew the bag: Measure 3” from the top two edges of the bag pieces. Draw a line all the way across on the wrong side 
(this will help you when making the casing). RST, pin together the long side edges and bottom 19” edges. BASTE 
3” down the side at ½” seam allowance (the basted edges will become the casing). Backstitch, then change to 
regular 2.5 stitch length. Sew all the way down, pivot, sew across the bottom, pivot, and sew up to the 3” mark at the 
top. Backstitch again and BASTE to the top. 

Press the seams open part way down the sides. Stitch the seams down at the serged edges to secure them, down one 
side, across at the 3” mark, and back up to the top.  

Make the casing: Draw a FOLD TO line along the top edge with a pencil at 1” from the edge. Fold and press to the 
line making a ½” hem. Fold the hem to the 3” line you drew earlier and press. Stitch 1/8” from this folded edge. 
(Alternatively, if you’re in a hurry you can skip the ½” hem since the edge is already serged.) 

REMOVE THE BASTING 

Turn the bag right side out and press. You are now ready to install the cording into the casing. Use a safety pin or 
bodkin to guide the first cord through one side of the casing and back again until both ends come out the same side. 
Do the same with the second cord from the opposite side. Bring the ends down and thread one end through a tab, 
then tie a knot. Do this on both sides, and you are done! You have made a simple backpack! 

  



 

          

The photos below show a couple of the details.


